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any readers may notice that the title of our feature
article on acne scar therapy written by Evan
Schlam, MD and Deborah Simon Zell, MD
echoes a line from T. S. Eliot’s “The Love Song of

J. Alfred Prufrock”: In a minute there is time/For decisions and revi-
sions which a minute will reverse. Another line from that poem could
serve as a theme for much of this issue: Do I dare?

Though it’s somewhat clichéd, it seems we can’t help taking time
as one year closes and another dawns to take stock of our accomplish-
ments and shortcomings and consider possibilities for the future. As
Ted Pigeon describes in this month’s cover story, ample opportuni-
ties—and challenges—will confront dermatologists in the coming
months.

Of course, the narrator in “Prufrock” faces some hefty existential
questions and potentially significant courses of action, and I certainly
don’t intend to suggest that you should face such angst-inducing quan-
daries in the new year. Rather, like that unlucky narrator, you will like-
ly find yourself wondering not what you should do to grow your prac-
tice or enhance your skills and knowledge. Instead, the question may
be: Do you dare take the actions you believe you should?

I certainly hope that Practical Dermatology has been an asset to
you in your professional practice and decision-making thus far, and I
promise that we will strive to continue to be a reliable resource for
you in the coming months. If you have any suggestions for ways we
can serve you better, please let me know (e-mail: pwinnington@
avondalemedical.com). Your feedback, both positive and negative, is
always welcome.

All of us at Practical Dermatology thank our contributors, editors,
advertisers, and readers for their support. May you have the courage to
take the actions that will assure your success in 2008!  

Paul Winnington, 
Editor-in-Chief
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